TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW
My point, I think, is obvious: the most unfortu-
nate result of Scotland's association with England has
been the immersion of Scotland in a modern bron-
tosaurian state of nearly 50,000,000 inhabitants. A
state, that is, too large to permit the realization of the
old Tory conception of society, that conception being
the political corollary of a truth recognized by, and
fundamental in, the two greatest cultures known to
mankind, the Greek and the Christian.
It was Rupert Brooke, I think, who said, in some
letter, that of all men poets were the most practical;
and if you will call a poet by his old Scots name of
makar, then a novelist is cater-cousin to him, for he
too makes, and, making, must be practical. And so,
being practical, I say that little nations are, in the way
of nations, all that men can happily make,
A nation needs laws: and who can legislate for
fifty million, save by the methods of Procrustes, that
first apostle of standardization ? A nation needs care:
but a nation of fifty million souls is a patchwork of
conflicting elements, and who can care for the interests
of one save at the expense of others ? A nation needs
happiness: but positive happiness depends, first and
last, on spiritual security, and the spirit is lost and
deafened in the noise and complexities and bitter
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